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necessity, not by a great deal, so much as they have to you for
building of your College. These things, bear shrewd appearance,
for except they have accustomed to have some benefit for it, they
nor no other that ever I heard of have used to show that kindness,
tarn enim est aliena ab eis ipsa hu?nanitas\ but of this case your
conscience can be best judge semota affectione and substantial
scrutiny made of the endeavour of those which you put in trust,
in meddling with the religious houses, for I trust verily that if
anything be amiss, it is more long of them than of you. Not-
withstanding I am sure you know that in taUbits ignorantia non
excusat peccatum\ wherefore I doubt not but that you will make
such ensearch and reformation and need be, that it shall be to
the exoneration of your conscience before God, I pray you, my
Lord, think not that it is upon any displeasure that I write this
unto you. For surely, it is first for my discharge afore God,
being in the room that I am in; and secondly for the great sceal
I bear unto you, not undeserved of your behalf, wherefore
I pray you take it so; and I ensure you, your fault acknow-
ledged, there shall remain in me no spark of displeasure. Trust-
ing hereafter you shall recompense that with a thing much
more acceptable to me; and thus fare you well; advertising you
that, (thanked be God), both I and all my folk he, and have been
ever since we came to Ampthill, which was on Saturday last,1 in
marvellous good health and cleanness of air. Written with the
hand of him that is, and shall be, your loving Sovereign Lord and
friend.

HENRY R.

Wolsey must have replied immediately, with full explanations
and apologies, the tenor of which can be gathered from the
beginning of Henry's next letter. Wolsey*s enemies had already
begun to set abroad discreditable rumours about his methods of
raising money from the religious houses for his college at Oxford.
That the suspicion had stuck in Henry's mind is evident from
this second letter, which concluded the episode, and which again
shows Henry at his best, dealing, as he himself believed, * an
entire loving friend and master should do to another \

1 July ii, 1528.